Immunohistochemical expression of CA19-9 and CA125 in mucoepidermoid and adenoid cystic carcinomas of the salivary gland.
This study examined the immunohistochemical expression of carbohydrate antigens CA19-9 and CA125 and their relationship to various biological parameters in 27 mucoepidermoid carcinomas (MEC) and 18 adenoid cystic carcinomas (ACC) arising from salivary glands. The series showed higher immunopositivity for CA125 (67% for MEC; 33% for ACC) than for CA19-9 (59% for MEC; 11% for ACC). CA19-9 epitope was mainly expressed in cystic (MEC) and cribriform/tubular (ACC) components of carcinoma tissues. Solid components in MEC occasionally showed positive staining for CA19-9. CA125 was evenly expressed in both ACC and MEC tissues regardless of their different histological components. The positive expression of CA19-9 and CA125 in the carcinoma tissues did not influence the clinical course of patients with MEC and ACC. A significant relationship was only demonstrated between the immunohistochemical expression of CA125 and the low proliferative activity (LI) evaluated by Ki-67 immunohistochemistry. However, no significant relationship was found between LI and the patients' clinical course. These results suggest that the immunostaining for CA19-9 and CA125 provide no reliable data to predict the clinical course of patients with MEC and ACC of the salivary glands.